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Eminescu la 19 ani
Eminescu at age 19

CRONOLOGIE

1849-1850:

Mihail Eminovici (mai tarziu cunoscut ca Mihai
iminescu) se naste la data de 20 decembrie 1849.
Aceasta este data pe care poetul insusi o inscrie in
albumul societatii literare Junimea, in aprilie 1878.
Ma4na sa noteazi: ,.in anul 1849, luna decembr., ziua
20 (Sf. Ignat), in Botosani”. Botezul este améanat pana
la 21 ianuarie 1850, cind biserica nu mai poate inre-
gistra copilul ca o nastere pe anul 1849. Data de 15
ianuarie 1850 este atunci selectatd in mod arbitrar.
Datorita unei confuzii si dezbateri prelungite asupra
evidentei documentare pentru data si locul nasterii,
15 ianuarie 1850 a devenit data cunoscut si cele-
bratd, in Rom@ania, ca fiind data nasterii poetului.

Mihai este al saptelea copil din unsprezece ndscuti
in familia ciminarului Gheorghe Eminovici si sotiei
sale Raluca Iurascu. Isi petrece copiliria in satul
Ipotesti, in nord-estul Romaniei actuale. Peisajul
copilariei sale (dealuri, paduri, iazuri, izvoare) apare
in multe dintre viitoarele creatii poetice.

1858-1860:

Mihai este inscris in clasa a treia a scolii primare
greco-orientale din Cernduti (National-Hauptschule),
in Bucovina: teritoriu controlat de Austria. Se
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MIHATEMINESCU / SONETE

claseazd pe locul 15 din 72 €levi in primul an, si pe
locul 5 din 82 elevi la finalul clasei a patra. in al
doilea semestru al clasei a patra, simtind dor de casa,
Mihai fuge de la scoald si parcurge pe jos intreaga
distanti (peste 100 km) de la Cerniuti la Ipotesti.
Tatil sau, deloc incAntat, il duce inapoi la scoald pe
la finele lunii mai, cu permisul de trecere a frontierei
datat 22 mai 1860.

1860-1863:

Mihai ia cursuri la K.K. Ober-Gymnasium din
Cerniuti, unde rimane repetent in al doilea an, din
cauza performantei slabe la matematici si latind.
(Exceleazi la limba roména si istorie.) Conform
amintirilor lui Teodor Stefanelli, un bun prieten
care 1i este coleg de scoald in Cernduti i mai tarziu
coleg de facultate la Viena, Mihai are atractie st
pentru istoria antica si se foloseste mult de cartea
Weltgeschichte a lui Welter.

ncepand cu vacanta de primavara din aprilie
1863, Mihai nu mai este printre elevi, renuntind
la gcoald si riméanénd in Ipotesti. Conform unor
cercetari credibile, in primivara anului 1863 Mihai
cunoaste si se atageazi de o fatd din Ipotesti pe nume
Casandra, care moare in ianuarie 1864, la varsta de
19 ani, si este mai tarziu evocati intr-un numar sem-
nificativ de poeme — incepand cu Din straindtate.

1864:

in primivara trupa de teatru Fani Tardini, aflata
in turneu prin tari, ajunge la Botosani. Cand trupa se
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pregiteste s plece spre Cernduti, poetul i se aldtura
pe post de sufleur. In acest mod revine in Cernéuti,
dar nu ca elev. ’

In octombrie este angajat copist la Comitetul
permanent al judetului Botosani.

1865:

in martie demisioneazi din postul de copist.

In toamni devine elev privatist in clasa a cincea
secundara in Cerniuti, unde iubitul profesor Aron
Pumnul — care 1i gazduieste pe Eminescu si alti elevi,
—1linsircineazi cu ingrijirea bibliotecii sale private.
Scrie poeziile De-as avea... si Din strdindtate, cea
din urma expriménd nostalgie pentru Ipotesti.

1866:

Aron Pumnul moare in ziua de 12/24 ianuarie si
un Mihai indurerat compune poemul La mormantul
lui Aron Pumnul, semnat M. Eminoviciu. Este pri-
mul poem publicat.

Revista Familia publici, in numarul din februa-
rie-martie, poemul De-as avea..., semnat Mihai
Eminescu. (Directorul revistei, Iosif Vulcan, este cel
care opereazi schimbarea de nume.)

Din cauza unor dificultiti in a gési o gazda,
poetul piriseste Cernduti in primdvara, fara
a termina scoala. ,

In cursul priméverii si verii Mihai cadldtoreste
prin Transilvania (Blaj, Alba-Iulia, Sibiu) si ajunge,
intr-un final, la Giurgiu.
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Luereaza la poemele Mortua est!, La o artistd,
Ondina, Lida. Ondina contine clare trimiteri la
Casandra, iar in variante timpurii chiar i contine
numele. Elegia Mortua est! este si ea inspiratd de
moartea prematura a Casandrei. Mai tarziu poetul
ascunde identitatea fetei sub alte nume.

1867-1868:

Eminescu este angajat sufleur in trupa de teatru
a lui Torgu Caragiale si mai tarziu — in primévara
anului 1868 — in trupa lui Pascaly. In jurul datei
de 10 septembrie 1868 trupa lui Pascaly ajunge
la Bucuresti. Viitorul dramaturg I.L. Caragiale
(1852-1912) il intdlneste in acest moment si ofera
urmatoarea descriere: ,,Era o frumusete! O figur3
clasica incadrati de niste plete mari negre; o frunte
inalta si senina; niste ochi mari — la aceste ferestre
ale sufletului se vedea ca cineva este induntru; un
zambet bland si adanc melancolic. Avea aerul unui
sfant tanar coborat dintr-o veche icoand, un copil
predestinat durerii, pe chipul ciruia se vedea scrisul
unor chinuri viitoare”.

Eminescu continua colaborarea cu revista
Familia, publicand Ce-ti doresc eu tie, dulce Romanie
(aprilie 1867), La o artistd (august 1868) si Amorul
unei marmure (septembrie-octombrie 1868).

In septembrie 1868 poetul semneazi un contract
cu Teatrul National pentru postul de sufleur si copist
pe o perioada de sase luni.

Fragmentul de roman Geniu pustiu, niciodati
finalizat ca roman, dateazi din perioada 1868-1870.
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1869:

Eminescu lucreazi la poemele Venere si Madond,
Intunericul si Poetul, Replici, Locul aripelor, De-as
muri ort de-ai muri, Unda spumd, Cand... si altele.

Intre 19-25 martie soprana Carlotta Patti (c.
1840-1889) tine o serie de patru concerte la Teatrul
National din Bucuresti. Impresionat, Eminescu
incearcd intr-un caiet primul exercitiu sonetistic:
Sonnet la Carlotta Patti. Poemul este finalizat
mai tarziu, ca lucrarea in doua parti intitulatd La
o artistd (publicatd postum), din care prima parte
este un cvasi-sonet. Poemul nu trebuie confundat cu
primul La o artistd, publicat in Familia in august
1868: existii doud poeme distincte cu acelasi titlu.

Tot in martie Eminescu se re-alatura tru-
pei Pascaly, in urma expirarii contractului
cu Teatrul National.

In aprilie Eminescu devine membru al societtii
literare Orientul, care intentioneaza sd culeaga
folclor si documente istorice.

Termina traducerea cartii Arta reprezentarii
dramatice de Enric Theodor Rotscher.

In vari poetul viziteazi Ipotesti si pare si ajungi
la o intelegere cu tatil sau de a merge la universitate.
Pare si foloseasci vizita pentru a culege folclor.

Incepand din semestrul de toamni 1869-1870,
Eminescu audiazi cursuri la Universitatea din Viena.
Acestea includ prelegeri despre Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibniz, metafizica lui Aristotel. In afara scolii
citeste mult: Platon, Schopenhauer, Rousseau, Vedele
indiene, Sakuntala lui Kalidasa, et cetera.
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1870:

La 1 ianuarie Eminescu, aldturi de un grup de
colegi, il viziteazi pe Alexandru Joan Cuza (1820-
1873), unul dintre fondatorii Romaniei moderne,
detronat in anul 1866 si aflat acum in exil in Dobling.

intr-un articol publicat in Familia la data de
18/30 ianuarie Eminescu propune crearea unui tea-
tru national in Regatul Roméaniei. Acolo il lauda pe
Shakespeare, numindu-1 ,geniala acvila a Nordului”.

Publici Venere si Madond in numadrul din 15
aprilie al revistei Convorbirt literare si Epigonii in
numadrul din 15 august al aceleiasi reviste.

1871:

Convorbiri literare publicd un nou grupaj de
poeme: Mortua est!, Inger de pazd, Noaptea...

Festivititi de amploare se tin la Mandstirea Putna
in ziua de 15/27 august, cu participarea romanilor
din toate provinciile. Eminescu joaca un rol crucial
in organizarea acestui eveniment.

Face planuri pentru elaborarea amplului poem
Memento mori (sub titluri multiple ce includ
Panorama desertaciunilor, Tempora mutan-
tur, Vanitas vanitatum omnia vanitas), nuvela
Sarmanul Dionis si poemul Impdrat si proletar
(sub titlul Proletarul).

Anul scolar 1871-1872 din Viena este foarte dificil
din cauza lipsei de fonduri din partea impovaratei
sale familii. Scrisorile trimise la Ipotesti solicitd bani
in mod repetat.
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1872:

Se crede, in general, ca Eminescu a cunoscut-o
pe Veronica Micle (1850-1889), femeia care va deveni
inbirea vietii lui, in primdvara aceasta. Ea este casa-
toritd cu mult mai varstnicul profesor universitar
Stefan Micle (1820-1879) si are doua fiice, nascute
in 1866 si 1868.

La finele lui aprilie poetul nu mai este in Viena,
parisind scoala din cauza lipsei de fonduri.

La 1 septembrie Eminescu citeste, intr-o sesi-
une a societatii Junimea, nuvela Sdrmanul Dionis
si fragmentul Egipetul (mai tarziu incorporat in
Memento mori). La 7 septembrie citeste poeziile
Inger si demon si Floare albastrd, trezind entuziasm
in randul membrilor Junimii. In ziua de 22 septem-
brie societatea Junimea decide si 1i acorde o bursa
pentru a-i permite sa studieze la Berlin.

In decembrie poetul se inscrie la Universitatea
din Berlin, unde audiaza cursuri despre — inter alia
— istoria filozofiei, istoria Egiptului, drept roman,
filozofia hegeliana, geografie, fizici, sanscrita.

1873:

In aprilie Convorbiri literare publica Inger si
demon si Floare albastra.

Eminescu lucreazi la poemele fmpdrat si prole-
tar, Calin nebunul (basm in versuri), Fata-n gradina
de aur — ultimul anuntand Luceafarul de mai tarziu.

In decembrie se inscrie pentru al doilea (si ulti-
mul) an scolar la Universitatea din Berlin.
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1902:

La 25 ianuarie Titu Maiorescu face prima donatie
citre Academia Romani: manuscrise eminesciene
ce totalizeazi 44 de caiete. In scrisoarea ce acompa-
niazi donatia Maiorescu spune cd acestea i-au fost
oferite cadou de Eminescu.

1904:

La 28 mai Titu Maiorescu face a doua donatie
citre Academia Romani: cirti si manuscrise din
lada lui Eminescu. Acestea sunt insotite de afirmatia
¢ provin din biblioteca tatdlui sdu.
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1849-1850:

Mihail Eminovici (later known as Mihai Eminescu)
is born on December 20, 1849. This is the date
which the poet himself inscribes on the member list
of the Junimea literary society, in April 1878. His
handwritten note reads, “the year 1849, the month
of December, day 20 (Saint Ignatius), Botosani.” The
baptism is delayed until January 21, 1850, at which
point the church can no longer register the child as
a birth for the year 1849. The date of January 15,
1850 is then arbitrarily assigned. Due to prolonged
confusion and debates about the documentary
evidence for the date and place of birth, January 15,
1850 has become known and celebrated, throughout
Romania, as the poet’s birthdate.

Mihai is the seventh child, out of eleven, born
to the landowner Gheorghe Eminovici and his wife
Raluca Iurascu. He spends his childhood in the
village of Ipotesti, in the north-east of current-day
Romania. The landscape of his childhood (hills,
woods, ponds, springs) makes an appearance in
many of the later poetic creations.
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1858-1860:

Mihai is enrolled in the third grade of an Oriental
Greek primary school in Cerniuti (National-
Hauptschule), in Austria-controlled Bukovina. He
is ranked 15™ among 72 students in the first year,
and 5™ among 82 students upon finishing the fourth
grade. In the second semester of the fourth grade,
missing home, Mihai elopes and walks the entire
distance (over 62 miles) from Cernduti to Ipotesti.
His father, displeased, takes him back to school in
late May, with the frontier-crossing permit dated
May 22, 1860.

1860-1863:

Mihai attends classes at K.K. Ober-Gymnasium
in Cerniuti, and flunks them in the second grade,
due to poor performance in mathematics and Latin.
(He excels in Romanian and history.) According
to Teodor Stefanelli, a good friend who is a fellow
student in Cernauti and later in Vienna, Mihai
also loves ancient history and makes much use
of Welter’s Weltgeschichte.

Beginning with the spring break of April 1863, he
is no longer among the students, having dropped out
and remained in Ipotesti. According to compelling
researches, in the spring of 1863 Mihai meets and
develops a fondness for a girl from Ipotesti named
Casandra, who dies in January 1864, aged 19, and
is later evoked in a significant number of poems —
beginning with From Abroad.
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1864:

In spring the Fani Tardini theater troupe is on tour,
and reaches Botogsani. When the troupe prepares to
depart for Cernauti, the poet is hired as prompter.
Thus he returns to Cernauti, but not as a student.
In October he is hired as copyist for the
Permanent Committee of Botosani county.

1865:

In March he tenders his resignation from
the copyist post.

In the fall he becomes a private student in the fifth
middle school grade in Cernauti, where the beloved
teacher Aron Pumnul — hosting Eminescu and other
students, — places him in charge of his private library.
He pens the poems If I Had... and From Abroad,
with the latter expressing nostalgia for Ipotesti.

1866:

Aron Pumnul passes away on January 12/24, and
a grieving Mihai pens the poem At the Tomb of
Aron Pumnul, signed M. Eminoviciu. It is the first
poem he publishes.

The Familia magazine publishes, in its February-
March issue, the poem If I Had..., signed Mihai
Eminescu. (It is the magazine’s director, Iosif Vulcan,
that operates the name change.)

Due to difficulties in finding proper
accommodation, the poet leaves Cernauti in spring,
without finishing school.
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In-spring and summer Mihai travels through
Transylvania (Blaj, Alba-Iulia, Sibiu) and
eventually reaches Giurgiu.

He works on the poems Mortua Est!, To an
Artist, Ondina, Lida. Ondina has clear references
to Casandra, and in early versions even contains
her name. The elegy Mortua Est! is also inspired
by Casandra’s premature demise. Later on the poet
disguises Casandra’s identity under other names.

1867-1868:

Eminescu is hired as prompter in Iorgu Caragiale’s
theater troupe, and later — in the spring of 1868 —
in Pascaly’s troupe. Around September 10, 1868
Pascaly’s troupe reaches Bucharest. The future
playwright I.L. Caragiale (1852-1912) meets him
at this time, and offers the following description:
“He was a beauty! A classical figure framed by
long black hair; a high and serene forehead; large
eyes — windows of the soul which informed one that
someone was inside; a gentle and deeply melancholy
smile. He had the air of a young saint stepping out of
an old icon, a child predestined for grief, on whose
face stood written some future sorrows.”

Eminescu continues to collaborate with the
Familia magazine, publishing My Wish For You,
Sweet Romania (April 1867), To an Artist (August
1868) and Love of One Marbleous (September-
October 1868).

48

K.V. TWAIN / CHRONOLOGY

In September 1868 the poet signs a contract with
the National Theater to act as prompter and copyist
for six months.

The novel fragment Desolate Genius, never made
into a novel, dates from 1868-1870.

1869:

Eminescu works on the poems Venus and Madonna,
The Dark and the Poet, Replies, The Place of the
Wings, If I Died or If You Died, The Wave Foams,
When..., and others.

Between March 19-25 the soprano Carlotta Patti
(c. 1840-18809) holds a series of four concerts at the
National Theater in Bucharest. Greatly impressed,
Eminescu undertakes his first sonnetistic exercise in
his notebooks: Sonnet for Carlotta Patti. The poem
is completed at a later date, as the two-part To an
Artist (posthumously published), the first part being
a quasi-sonnet. This poem should not be confused
with the first To an Artist, published in Familia
in August 1868: two distinct poems exist bearing
the same title.

Also in March Eminescu rejoins the Pascaly
lroupe, following the expiration of his contract with
the National Theater.

In April Eminescu joins the Orientul
literary society, which aims to collect folklore
and historical documents.

He finishes the translation of The Art of Dramatic
Representation, by Enric Theodor Rotscher.
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Insummer the poet visits Ipotesti and seems
to reach an understanding with his father to
go to university. He appears to use the visit
to collect folklore.

Beginning with the 1869-1870 fall semester,
Eminescu audits classes at the University of Vienna.
He attends lectures on Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz,
Aristotelian metaphysics. Outside of school, he reads
widely: Plato, Schopenhauer, Rousseau, the Indian
Vedas, Kalidasa’s Shakuntala, others.

1870:

On January 1 Eminescu, together with a group of
fellow students, pays a visit to Alexandru Ioan Cuza
(1820-1873), one of the founders of modern Romania,
dethroned in 1866 and now in exile in Dobling,.

In an article published in Familia on January
18/30 Eminescu proposes the creation of a national
theater in the Kingdom of Romania. Therein he
praises Shakespeare, calling him “the brilliant aquila
from the North.”

He publishes Venus and Madonna in the April 15
issue of Convorbiri literare and The Epigones in the
August 15 issue of the same magazine.

1871:

Convorbiri literare publishes a further set of poems:
Mortua Est!, Guardian Angel, At Night...

Great festivities are held at Putna Monastery on
August 15/27, with the participation of Romanians
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from all provinces. Eminescu plays a crucial role in
the organization of this event.

He makes plans for the elaboration of the
ample poem Memento Mori (under the titles The
Wasteland, Tempora Mutantur, Vanitas vanitatum
omnia vanitas), the novella The Wretched Dionis
and the poem Emperor and Proletarian (under the
title The Proletarian).

The 1871-1872 school year in Vienna is
very difficult, due to a lack of funds from his
burdened family. The letters sent to Ipotesti keep
asking for money.

1872;

It is generally believed that Eminescu meets
Veronica Micle (1850-1889), the woman who will
become his lifelong love, this spring. She is married
to the much older university professor Stefan Micle
(1820-1879) and has two daughters, born in 1866
and 1868 respectively.

By the end of April the poet is no longer in Vienna,
having returned home due to scarcity of funds.

On September 1 Eminescu reads, in a session
of the Junimea society, the novella The Wretched
Dionis and Egypt (later incorporated into Memento
Mori). On September 7 he reads the poems Angel
and Demon and Flower Blue, stirring up excitement
among the members of Junimea. On September 22
the Junimea society decides to offer Eminescu a
stipend so that he may take up studies in Berlin.
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